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“Providing the full online testing service is one way forwards. Another school of thought is to leave teachers to do the testing, but to provide online support for the management of assessment evidence. That’s the approach used by TAG Learning whose new product MAPS (Managed Assessment Portfolio System) sets out not to test pupils but to help secondary teachers manage their key stage 3 ICT assessment data.

It’s aimed at the specific challeneges raised by the requirement to set targets in ICT and gather examples of work, and meets the need by setting up online portfolios which are accessible to pupils (at home as well as at school) and teachers.

Online portfolios aren’t new – some schools have set up their own. The beauty of MAPS is that it’s managed by TAG, so all the practicalities such as virus protection and back-ups are taken care of. It shouldn’t face too many technical obstacles as unlike a testing service, it won’t have to deal with lots of pupils working on it simultaneously for extended periods – and it will actually work through a 56k modem for home use.

MAPS seems an easy-to-use attractive product that gives pupils a lot of control over the way they choose and collect their work – and it looks sure to make the teacher’s job easier, which is always welcome.”

